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Elections Observer Group, 2002

C/o EOG Secretariat, TIV, Bougainville House, Port Vila
Phone: 25715; Fax 25716; Mobile 41281, 44268

Chairman

Electoral Commission
PORT VILA

Vanuatu

10 June 2002

Dear Mr Regenvanu

Thank you for your invitation to observe the 2002 national elections in the Republic
of Vanuatu. We nine ni-Vanuatu and three international observers feel privileged to
have had this opportunity to serve as members of the Elections Observer Group.

EOG was publicly and officially welcomed on 29 April 2002. We observed the last
day of the campaign, voting on Election Day, and both preliminary and final
counting. | now have pleasure in presenting our Report to you on behalf of all
members.

We hope our presence has contributed to enhancing public confidence in the
integrity of the election process. It is our view that the procedures we observed were
in the main conducted according to the Constitution of the Republic of Vanuatu and

the nationds el ectoral | aws. We were gener al

and professional manner in which the poll was conducted. However we also
observed serious irregularities in the electoral process and heard allegations of
electoral fraud that we have carefully documented in this Report.

We wish to record our appreciation to the Electoral Commission and the
Transparency International network for facilitating our work, and the people of
Vanuatu for the warm welcome and cooperation they gave to our three overseas
team members. We also want to acknowledge the tremendous assistance and
support given by the Governments of Australia, New Zealand, and the United
Kingdom as well as by the European Union, which greatly assisted us in carrying out
our mandate. Without their help and support our work would not have been possible.
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Our observations and discussions raised numerous issues of concern. We offer the
comments and recommendations in this Report for your consideration, to facilitate
and further strengthen the election process. As our recommendations make clear,
there is a great deal of work to be done to improve the election arrangements.
Without external support, technical assistance, and adequate provision of officers
and finance, this work will not be carried out. The donor community should be invited
to continue to support the Vanuatu Government in achieving electoral reform.

During the elections we were impressed by the welcome we received at polling
stations, the police presence in and around them, and the orderly behaviour of the
public in the grounds. The commitment of the people of Vanuatu to the democratic
process for which they have worked so hard in this election and the collaborative
efforts of donors should help the nation realise its ambition of a law abiding
democracy offering a more optimistic economic future.

Yours sincerely

Willie David Saul
Chairperson
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