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20 April 2011

I am having a few days break in Dubai to deal with a chronic sinusitis problem that I haven’t been able to cure in Africa, hence have some time to let you have more news of my work in Rwanda. The necessary sinus surgery was successful and I am enjoying being cared for by my wonderful Dubai family, Julie, Doug and Nathan.
Centre for Gender, Culture and Development. The Master of Social Science in Gender and Development got away to good start in January thanks to support provided from the Centre’s network of friends and partners around the world. Professor Sharon Meagher and Professor Linda Ledford Miller from Scranton University, USA came with 11 of their students to teach Masculinities and Femininities; Professor Hilary Yerbury and Professor Jaya Ernest from University of Technology Sydney and Curtin University, Australia to teach Outcome-based Professional Development and Gender Research Methodology respectively, and Dr Tamsin Bradley and Mr Brian McDonough from London Metropolitan University, UK (LMU) to teach Gender, Religion and Development. Some part-time Rwanda lecturers also assisted. I remained the only KIE academic at the Centre until I was able to welcome both Dr Anne-Marie Hilsdon from Curtin and Dr Sipora Kisanga from Dodoma University Tanzania in March. We are still awaiting the arrival of Dr Venera Zakirova from Russia. We have had a fantastic intake of 50 students, 41 women and nine men, well-experienced in gender but needing feminist theory to underpin their practice. Examinations for the first semester start this week. Another highlight of our work over the last quarter has been the holding of an international conference in Rwanda on ‘Focus on Rwanda: gender research and activism’, organised by visiting Fulbright Specialist Scholar Emeritus Professor Anita Fellman from the Old Dominion University in Virginia USA and attended by nearly 100 people, including several overseas researchers. Centre consultancies and research have included the development of a gender baseline and audit, gender policy, strategic and action plans for the National University of Rwanda, and an evaluation of child friendly schools for the Forum for African Women Educationalists. You can follow us on http://www.facebook.com/CGCDKIE  If you like what we’re doing on Facebook, please click on “like”.

Travel. In March I travelled to the United Kingdom as an invited speaker on ‘Rwanda: Gendering Post-Conflict Tensions’ at the Second Biennial War Crimes Conference at the University of London. I took the opportunity to visit and speak at LMU, and the University of Sussex’s Institute for Development Studies and School of Education and Social Work. Between a doctor’s diagnosis visit in Dubai and the surgery last week I was able to squeeze in a few days in New York to attend the Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund and the Global Share Resource Foundation Board meetings. I visited and spoke again with interns at the United Nations Democracy Fund and made connections with the US National Council for Research on Women and Rutgers University’s Centre for Global Women’s Leadership. It was a great pleasure to catch up with relatives and friends during these visits. 
Rwanda. I have missed the commemoration period in Rwanda which goes on for most of April as people remember the genocide against the Tutsis. While not in country, I remembered how much I have learned about the fragility of humanity and the courage and hope that it takes to build new roads for a different future. The genocide was spawned, in part, by the surge of radical ethnic politics that followed the birth of multi-party democracy in Rwanda in the early 1990s. In the aftermath of the genocide, President Paul Kagame has prioritized stability and development over democracy. The Rwandan regime in power now is admired throughout Africa; 13 African heads of state attended Kagame's recent inauguration, as opposed to just one who went to the inauguration in neighbouring Burundi. The Rwandan regime has given more people a greater chance to break out of extreme poverty than almost any regime in modern African history – and this after the horrific slaughter in 1994, from which many outsiders assumed Rwanda would never recover. It is also a regime that forbids ethnic speech, ethnically-based political parties and ethnically-divisive news media. Giving people jobs, electricity, internet access, and security is not considered by many of the country’s critics to be a human rights achievement; limiting political speech and arresting violators is seen as unpardonable. The achievements of the government of Rwanda speak far more eloquently than any allegations aimed at scoring political points. I, for one, am content that Rwandans are not able to speak freely about their ethnic hatreds, and that political parties connected with the defeated genocide army are not allowed to campaign freely for power. Human rights need to be considered in a political context. The question should not be whether a particular leader or regime violates western-conceived standards of human rights. Instead, it should be whether a leader or regime, in totality, is making life better or worse for ordinary people. Nevertheless, there are still organisations and individuals that continue to undermine Rwanda’s achievements with negative press. It seems that Africans are not meant to achieve the good governance and progress that Rwanda has achieved, (only the west can do so) so any story that can discredit the country will enjoy headlines. Meanwhile, Kagame has been listed by the Financial Times as among the world’s 50 most influential people who shaped the world in the last decade, alongside some of the renowned global heavy weights in the areas of politics, business, economics and culture: US President Barrack Obama, Chinese President Hu Jintao, Germany Chancellor Angela Merkel, renowned TV talk show host Oprah Winfrey, Google Founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin. Kagame was described as a leader who had great impact not only in the region but across the world. 
Economy. The annual Global Competitiveness Report published by the World Economic Forum (WEF) places Rwanda 80th globally out of the total 139 countries analysed. The report assesses business efficiency, innovation, financial markets, health, education, institutions, infrastructure, and other factors affecting the economy. The report attributes Rwanda’s remarkable rankings to the progress the country has been making, commenting that Rwanda benefits from strong and well-functioning institutions, with very low levels of corruption (certainly related to the government’s non-corruption policy), and that Rwanda is characterized by a high capacity for innovation for a country at its stage of development. There has again been economic growth of more than 10 percent. As an aside, WEF stipulated that one-in-five delegates at its 2011 high-profile conference should be female. The move was part of a wider drive by the organisation to promote women’s place in business. There is a clear scarcity of women in high levels of leadership with just 12 Fortune 500 companies in the US being led by female chief executives. In Australia women still hold only about 8 percent of both key executive management and board positions. 
Agriculture. Kagame continues to be prominent on the world stage delivering the Oppenheimer Lecture at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London and the keynote address at the 30th World Food Day Ceremony at an event held at the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) headquarters in Rome, calling upon governments to eliminate hunger that is still claiming lives. Rwanda is making good progress towards FAO standards, now in 11th position on Action Aid’s list of developing countries in the fight against hunger. Since the beginning of 2011, no single district is below the required food security base and there is reason to hope that hunger will be completely stamped out. The Government has picked out four areas where it is focusing its energies: the One-Cow-per-Family program, land and crop intensification program, the rice program in marshlands, and terracing. The number of small-scale farmers with access to quality seeds, fertilizers and tools is higher, and the government is doing everything possible to equip them with what they need to achieve positive results. This includes expanding irrigation and supporting environmentally sustainable production methods to tackle the endemic problems of soil erosion in the country. Investment in agriculture rose by 30 percent between 2007 and 2010. Rwanda has been elected to The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Council, an agency of the United Nations responsible for coordinating effective development and use of telecommunications globally. In other honours, Rwanda’s Clotilde Mbaranga Gasarabwe, currently Resident Coordinator/UNDP in Mali, has been appointed the first Assistant Secretary-General for Safety and Security in the United Nations, and Health Minister Dr Richard Sezibera has been appointed the Secretary General of the East African Community.
Women and Girls Latest statistics on the participation of women in Rwanda include: Parliament (Lower Chamber) 56%, (Senate) 35%, Government (Ministers & Ministers of State) 30%, Permanent Secretaries 50%, Supreme Court (judges) 42%, High Court of the Republic (judges) 70%, Gacaca (judges - Inyangamugayo) 35%, Governors of Provinces + Kigali City 20%. Rwanda has been ranked 10th among 54 Commonwealth countries as the best place to be born a girl in a new report published by the Royal Commonwealth Society and the children's charity group, Plan UK. The report compares how well girls/women are doing relative to boys/men in their country across eight indicators. The data on indicators reflect on various aspects of a girl's life cycle ranging from survival to achievement. Rwanda scored highest in female political participation, which it tops globally, and got 'A's for the fertility rate of girls aged 15-19 years and the gender pay gap. As the Commonwealth's newest member, Rwanda had not participated in Commonwealth scholarships or fellowships, and scored below average in sports. According to the report, Rwanda's women are expected to live to an average age of 59, three years longer than men. The report also states that the number of underweight girls is slightly below that of the boys. In terms of education, the report says girls are staying longer than 10 years in school, which, however, does not guarantee an adequate education and has produced disappointing literacy rates. The report suggested that it is political will - and not economic wealth - which is most important in advancing gender equality, highlighting poor countries that did relatively better than some rich countries.

Education. Imbuto Foundation, under the stewardship of the First Lady Jeannette Kagame, has held ceremonies around the country for the seventh year running to reward girls who excelled in last year’s national exams, the top performers in Primary Six, Senior Three and Senior Six. The national army and police are joining residents of many districts to build classrooms at schools, as part of the Government’s nine-year Basic Education program. One of the objectives of this program is to keep more girls in school. Nearly all the new classrooms have been voluntarily built by parents, teachers, university students and government officials. Already, the current enrolment rate stands at 97 percent for boys and 98 percent for girls, which, according to UNESCO, is the highest enrolment rate in the region. So far, many countries are implementing free primary education; few, however, have put in place a program for post-primary education. A major challenge remains the number and quality of teachers. The goal is to reduce the teacher-student ratio from 74 to 45 students per teacher and to increase the number of female science teachers. Other challenges are the lack of basic teaching materials like books, computers and laboratory materials for practical lessons. Electricity also remains a challenge, especially for schools and students in rural areas. 
Health. Rwanda allocates 18.8 percent of its annual budget to the health sector and is on track to enter the malaria pre-elimination phase. According to a Rwanda malaria performance program review by 10 external experts, the country has managed to bring down the disease by 70 percent. Between 2001and 2010 there was a 61 percent decline in deaths caused by malaria, with an improvement in malaria case management from 77.4 percent in 2006 to 85.7 percent by December 2010. There has been an increase in the percentage of children under five years with malaria who received treatment within 24 hours, from 62 percent in 2008 to 89 percent in 2010. Among pregnant women, this incidence rose from 60 percent to 89.2 percent in 2010. The country intends to reduce malaria infection by 90 percent by 2012.

Family planning. According to the World Health Organization, vasectomy is one of the safest and most effective methods of contraception. Its advantages over female sterilization include lower rates of postoperative complications, shorter recovery time, reduced costs and increased involvement of men in reproductive decision-making. 700,000 Rwandan men are expected to voluntarily enrol for vasectomy and circumcision in the next three years. In the process they are advised on condom use. Reports indicate that Rwanda is the only country in Africa using non-scalpel vasectomy, which is the latest birth control method for men. 

Community health workers. More than 80 percent of Rwanda’s population live in rural areas and the majority walk for over three hours to the nearest health facility, so one way to break the lack of geographical access to health care is to reinforce community services. One of the major factors in Rwanda’s success in meeting Millennium Development Goal health targets is the deployment of 60,000 health workers in all villages across the country. Interventions addressing the health of the community play a significant role in strengthening the broader health system. The volunteer health workers, two women and one man, are elected at the village level and are answerable to the community, but the Ministry of Health has equipped them with skills to give services, like treating fever, malaria, HIV/Aids counselling, and following up pregnant mothers. Health workers focus on four aspects of health service delivery: curative, preventive, promotional and rehabilitative. This leads to people being treated earlier, the prevention of many diseases and a gain in welfare.
Women around the World. Women have played an extraordinary role in the developments in the Middle East, especially in Egypt. Despite the millions in Tahrir Square during the struggle, women of all ages were treated with respect, and there was not a single case of sexual harassment reported. Some young women slept side by side at night in Tahrir Square, and women prayed side by side with men during Friday prayers. Men and women kissed one another when victory was achieved. This makes it even harder to understand why not one woman has been included in the Reform Committee reviewing the Egyptian Constitution. 
The first woman to be president of Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga, 35, the former deputy general director of Kosovo police has taken office after receiving 80 votes in the 120-member Assembly. 
The new Director General of UNESCO, the Bulgarian Irina Bukova, has appointed a parity directorate of eight women and eight men.
In Australia, Tasmania has its first female premier after the state's parliamentary Labor Party unanimously elected 38-year-old Lara Giddings to replace David Bartlett as leader. Only one state now, South Australia, has not had a female premier, meaning that in a little over two decades, Australia has managed to break two centuries of prejudice in all but one jurisdiction. The country suffered amazing floods and other national disasters this year. Volunteers in Brisbane and Ipswich did a wonderful job cleaning up. Queensland Governor and Queensland's Chief Scout Penny Wensley and her husband Stewart McCosker were out in their local suburbs with their own buckets and brooms getting very dirty helping their neighbours over the whole weekend. Governor General Quentin Bryce (a Queenslander) was in Goodna with her husband Michael (one of the worst affected suburbs) getting their feet and hands very dirty too. She rolled up her elegant sleeves and as well as Michael, got behind the counter and served meals to the evacuees and volunteers. All set a great community example along with Premier Anna Bligh and Mayors Campbell Newman and Paul Pisale through their leadership! 

Stamps. My friends and contemporaries, Dr Greer, 71, a social stirrer, Eva Cox, 72, a self-described anarchist, Elizabeth Evatt, 77, a legal reformer and Anne Summers, 65, a prominent feminist were chosen to have their faces on Australian stamps, as women who have made an immense contribution to Australian society, particularly in promoting women's rights and liberation. 
Family. Erica and Ian are currently at the University of Virginia given talks on Aboriginal art. They are having a marvellous time attending various conferences and exhibitions during Ian’s sabbatical. The whole family will join them in Rome for a few days in July before they return to relocate to the University of Wollongong. Ellen, Andrew and Vicki will coach national rowing crews in the World Championships later this year. Douglas has just finished a two week medical tour on a Youth With A Mission Medical Ship in the remote Gulf Province of Papua New Guinea where the team treated more than 600 people, while Julie and Nathan visited musical festivals in Australia. Adam’s computer business is thriving and all the grandchildren and great grandchild are well and happy. 
Loving greetings to all

Shirley 

Professor Shirley Randell AO, PhD, FACE, FAIM, FAICD 
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Celebrating with friends at a Rwanda National Council of Women function for President Kagame – l to r: Angelina Muganza, President of the Rwanda Association of University Women (RAUW) and Executive Secretary of the Public Service Commission, Hon Solina Nyirahabimana, Cabinet Minister in the Presidents Office, Hon Rose Mukantabana, Speaker of Parliament, Justine Mbabazi, Coordinator Scholarships, RAUW and Country Director Global Rights Afghanistan 
“All times can be inhabited, all places be visited. In a single day the mind can make a millpond of the oceans. The journey is not linear, it is always back and forth, denying calendar, wrinkles and lines of the body. The self is only in the intersection of moment and place where the self might, for a moment, be seen vanishing through a door, which disappears at once.” (Winterson, Sexing the Cherry)
