Dear friends








6 September 2010 

I trust you are all well and am sending you my regular update along with dates of when I will next be in Australia. I am returning on 16 September to receive my AO from Governor General Quentin Bryce. I worked with Quentin in 1982 on the national women’s advisory council when she was its convenor and I was executive officer, so it will be an additional joy, along with having my children Ellen, Andrew and granddaughter Emilia accompany me for the formalities. I will attend part of the Women Chiefs of Enterprise International annual conference while in Canberra on 17-18 September and on 21 September will be visiting with faculty and students at the University of Newcastle, with whom the Kigali Institute of Education is seeking a partnership agreement. Being guest speaker at a dinner to recognise donors and alumni of my alma mater, the University of New England, Armidale, on 23 September in Sydney will give me a chance to catch up with friends there, and of course with other friends and family while in Sydney and Dubai in transit. I would love to speak with you if you have time to call – 0419 005 936.
Rwanda – Centre for Gender, Culture and Development. The outgoing Cabinet of the Government of Rwanda finally approved the Masters degree in Gender, Culture and Development program, a year after it was validated by the Kigali Institute of Education Senate. This is wonderful news and means we can advertise for staff and students to begin study in January 2011. Other good outcomes this week have been the appointment of the long-awaited Academic Assistant and Secretary for the Centre. We continue to be blessed by and benefit from the generous contributions of volunteer staff and visiting academics.

Presidential Elections. The Rwandan elections in August were observed by teams from several countries, who monitored the campaign and the voting process in all 30 districts and declared the elections to be free and fair. They reported that the four presidential candidates focused their speeches on their manifesto and political agenda which was by and large dominated by socio-economic development issues, without hurling insults and provocative criticism on one another. Voter education was successfully conducted prior to election, with adequate voting information given through the media. All polling stations were accessible, well prepared and located near the voting population. Electoral materials were at the site on time, persons missing on the register did not vote and National Electoral Commission officials were present at polling centres to supervise the exercise effectively. There was widespread excitement and approval when President Paul Kagame was re-elected with a majority of 93 percent. We have a holiday today for the inauguration, which is being attended by 18 African heads of state and the international members of the President’s Advisory Council who, along with prominent Rwandans, offer him strategic advice and guidance. It has been wonderful to watch the colourful ceremony on TV, the display of African unity, the warmth of the crowd and the President’s colleagues, including President of Liberia, Ellen Sirleaf Johnson, and to hear a great speech from the President.
Strong Economic Growth. The International credit rating agency, Fitch Ratings, has upgraded Rwanda’s ranking from B- to B, after the country registered an uninterrupted period of strong economic growth and an improvement in its business environment following an impressive structural reform drive. Rwanda has more than doubled its income per person since the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi. Large planned investments in physical infrastructure and continued efforts to increase competitiveness keep growth robust and support creditworthiness. Government expects to see more improvement as it sustains economic growth, maintains macroeconomic stability and fiscal discipline, improves the narrow export base and mobilizes more domestic revenue to reduce heavy reliance on foreign aid. The Foreign Direct Investment has increased to RWF 600billion from RWF 18 billion since 2001.
Performance Contracts. In July all governors and mayors signed their annual performance contracts with President Kagame in what has now become an annual event aimed at accelerating development programs across the country. At these ceremonies, known as Imihigo, each of the local leaders reads out their province or district’s achievements over the past year, as well as the planned activities for the next fiscal year. Each of the five top performers was rewarded with a laptop and a certificate of appreciation and the best performing district won a trophy. President Kagame observed that there are many developmental activities that have been achieved as a result of the performance contracts and that there is a significant change to the welfare of the people. He reminded the local leaders that performance contracts are in line with the government’s policies of good governance, which have uniformly fostered national development. 

Interconnectivity. A new global report on internet connectivity by Ookla has put Rwanda among the top three African countries with the fastest internet broadband connectivity and downloading speeds, ranking the country ahead of more developed African economies such as South Africa and Egypt. President Kagame has expressed his commitment to fast and efficient communication as solutions to fast track socio-economic transformation in societies: “This is why the link between Broadband and delivering on Millennium Development Goals is so important”. 
Millennium Development Goals. Rwanda ranks quite well in the achievement of the MDGs and that is certainly why President Kagame was selected as co-chair of the international UN MDG Advocacy group, along with the Spanish Prime Minister, Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero. Yesterday, ahead of his inauguration and taking the opportunity of African leaders’ presence to hold an MDGs Africa Consultative Forum, President Kagame called on African states to pursue and achieve MDGs for the good of the African people. “It is important that Africa owns the process to ensure that the MDGs are achieved in the next five years. It’s our duty to ensure that the continent actively promotes the achievement of MDGs,-not because others appeal for it, but because it is in our national interest as well,” Kagame said, adding that despite a UN report showing that MDG progress was off track globally, there are signs of success in Africa. “In fact, throughout the African continent we find inspiring success stories where MDGs have actively been taken up by local communities with demonstrable positive impact to their lives”. He called on African states to have the loudest voice in the MDG general assembly to be held at the end of September and push for the support needed to tackle the remaining challenges. “I hope that we can all ensure that the African voice is heard loud and clear during the MDG summit. The MDGs are most relevant to Africa and other developing countries, and we want to lead from the front in such an important summit,” Kagame said.
Reduction in Corruption. A report on crime recently released by the Rwanda National Police (RNP) indicates that the number of corruption cases has reduced by 52.6 percent since 2005. The report indicates that only 91 cases were registered by June in 2010 compared to 192 cases recorded six years ago. Corruption was at a record high in 2007 where it increased by 138 percent from 145 cases the previous year to 345 cases. The reduction was mainly due to the establishment of a section within the Criminal Investigation Department specifically charged with investigating corruption-related crimes. The community has been sensitized in the fight against corruption through community policing and works hand-in-hand with law enforcement institutions and other stakeholders. This has contributed to Rwanda’s ranking on the recent Transparency International Index as the least corrupt country in the region. The report stated that Rwanda’s corruption prevalence is at 6.6 percent and that government’s commitment to fight corruption is rated at 97.1 percent. The report warned that the level of corruption in East Africa threatens to hold back the recently launched common market’s full potential and called on other EAC countries to learn from Rwanda and create strong Ombudsman offices capable of regularly exposing cases of fraud, malpractice and corruption at the top, middle and bottom levels of the public sector. 

Reduction in Rape Cases. Another RNP report showed that the number of rape cases has reduced by over 95 percent within the past six years. Only 150 cases had been reported by June in 2010 compared with 2,999 registered in 2005, 2,962 in 2006 and 2,935 cases in 2007. The reduction is being attributed to the introduction of an active Gender Based Violence desk in RNP, the laws punishing such crimes, people’s awareness, community policing and children’s rights committees that are now in every village.

Genocide Ideology. This week, a report compiled by the Parliamentary Commission on Human Rights and Fighting against Genocide revealed that genocide ideology is diminishing in terms of its influence across the country. It shows that cases of discrimination and divisionism in the country decreased from 50 in 2008, to 32 in 2009 and 17 cases so far in 2010. A parliamentary probe in December 2007 showed alarming instances of genocide ideology in schools but the report shows that such incidents have dropped. Rwanda’s hard work at conflict mitigation and prevention, post-conflict resolution and peace-building, including the law fighting the genocide ideology has clearly played a part in this change of mindset. Despite this, Amnesty International, initially invited to be part of a review of Rwanda genocide law and asked to give its ideas on preferred changes, has issued a premature damaging report demanding that the new government must urgently review their "vague 'genocide ideology' and 'sectarianism' laws" allegedly used to suppress political dissent. The Government announced in April that it would be reviewing the genocide ideology law, but not in response to outside pressure.
Rwanda’s Unjustified Bad Press. Rwanda continues to get bad press from international journalists and some NGOs, despite outstanding progress, as part of a larger pattern that appears to be aimed at discrediting Rwanda’s achievements. Rwanda’s detractors have actively sought to create a narrative that seeks to undermine progress and to fragment a society that has achieved high levels of reconciliation in the aftermath of the genocide. A UN draft report incriminating the Rwanda Patriotic Army (RPA) in alleged mass killings of Rwandan refugees in the DRC from 1994-2003 was deliberately leaked in France. The report fundamentally misrepresents the episodes it describes by failing to explain the circumstances at play during a difficult period in Rwanda’s history. After the defeat of the genocidal government in 1994, genocidaires fled to Zaire (now Democratic Republic of the Congo – DRC), herding millions of innocent Rwandans along as their hostages and human shields in a war they had lost. In 1996 the RPA moved in to heroically rescue and repatriate those Rwandans who had been held hostage by the former Rwandan army and Interahamwe militia. This week Hutu politicians and top military officers who lived in the camps of the eastern part of the DRC during the 1990s, have publicly set the record straight by telling the story of what actually happened - a story that those bent on manipulating the UN system to tarnish the image of Rwanda, do not want to hear. Rwanda’s intervention in the DRC was a matter of survival and the direct consequence of the irresponsible and insensitive management of the refugee camps by the UN and the international community subsequent to the genocide. Rwanda, at great cost and sacrifice, managed to turn around a tragic situation and create a new era of regional collaboration and increasing prosperity. It would be a tragedy if an irresponsible document under the guise of human rights creates instability in the region and undermines ongoing stabilization efforts, particularly at a time when unprecedented progress is being made in establishing peace, security and economic collaboration.

The leaked UN report’s Mapping Team failed to consult with Rwanda, showing complete disregard for fundamental fairness and using questionable methodology, sourcing and shockingly low standards of proof, admitting that it “was not concerned with pursuing in-depth investigations or gathering evidence of sufficient admissibility to stand in court”. At the same time as the leaked UN report makes these extremely serious allegations of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, the UN wants this dedicated army to continue to protect people in peace missions around the world. Rwanda maintains the biggest contingent on the UN-backed peacekeeping mission in Sudan’s troubled region of Darfur The Minister of Foreign Affairs has announced that the Rwanda Defence Force has finalized a contingency withdrawal plan for its peacekeepers in Darfur and Sudan, in case the UN publishes this report that Rwanda has called “outrageous, damaging, malicious, offensive and ridiculous...“If the UN labels us as a genocidal army, then they should be able to find another army to do this work,” she said.
The timing of the leak appears to be connected to the UN trying to divert international attention from its latest failure in the Great Lakes Region. Between July 30 and August 3 the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) and Congolese Mai-Mai militias attacked and gang raped nearly 180 Congolese women and some children in a series of attacks in the Walikale region of eastern DRC’s North Kivu Province. The UN peacekeeping mission in DRC did not know about these atrocities until more than a week after an aid group – International Medical Corps revealed the incident, even though a UN base was only 10 kms away. The Rwandan government has said that “It is immoral and unacceptable that the UN, an organization that failed outright to prevent genocide in Rwanda and the subsequent refugee crisis, a direct cause for so much suffering in Congo and Rwanda, now accuses the army that stopped the genocide of committing atrocities in the DRC.” The formal release of the report has been delayed by the UN.
Australia - Elections. One of the hidden outcomes of the 2010 Federal Election is a sharp drop in the number of women in the House of Representatives to below 25 per cent, with just 36 women compared with 41 women (28 per cent) in the last Parliament. This is a disappointing outcome that may have consequences for Government policies across all portfolios. Until the Government looks like the society it seeks to govern, there will be an imbalance in the decision making process. The Liberal National Party (LNP) of Queensland that won back the most seats from Labor has just two female members out of 21 (fewer than 10 per cent). The overwhelming male candidature of the LNP is something the party needs to address if it is to continue as a major force in Australian politics. The fact that few women stand for pre-selection has more to do with the culture of political parties than it does with a lack of interest in politics on behalf of women. None of the 10 seats won by the Nationals and country independents were held by a woman. The National Party has been a poor performer in relation to gender diversity in its elected representatives.
Sexual and Reproductive Health. The 63rd United Nations Department of Public Information/NGO conference brought together 1600 participants representing over 350 NGOs from all over the world last week to discuss progress on global health and the MDGs in Melbourne. Disappointingly, calls from sexual and reproductive health (SRH) NGO groups to include SRH in the final declaration were ignored. For Rwanda, SRH issues are critical. The population is growing rapidly with little sign of a decline. Only 27 percent of married women of reproductive age use a modern method of contraception and the maternal mortality rate remains high, even though there has been good progress in reducing it. Condom use amongst the at-risk population is still low and the reluctance to recognise the existence of homosexuality leaves many women vulnerable to HIV infection. Around the world, a woman dies every minute due to pregnancy or childbirth complications, and there are estimated to be 215 million women in developing countries who would like to use contraceptives, to plan their families, space their births and avoid sexually transmitted diseases, but do not have access to condoms. The omission is particularly difficult to understand when this year marks Fifty Years Of 'The Pill' - a revolutionary contraceptive technology that changed many women’s lives forever, giving them the freedom to decide the size of their families, pursue an education, have a career, enjoy improved health, and take pleasure in their sexuality without fear of becoming pregnant. But millions in the developing world are still not using modern contraception and the pill remains controversial because it is about gender and women's self-determination. While we have to recognise cultural differences this should not mean that we fail to address the health issues of most concern to women. SRH issues are cross-cutting issues that affect reaching all MDGs: reducing poverty and pressure on the environment, and improving the health and well-being of women and children.
Personal News. House Move. After 18 months in my Kiyovu home I have moved to a house that shares its back fence with KIE. The rent is considerably cheaper and I don’t have to fight traffic each day and pay for so much highly-priced petrol. It has been an expensive move though, having to pay double rent for two months overlap and painting the vacated house. One small disadvantage is that it is not so quiet in Remera/Kimironko and we have to tolerate some noisy worship services on both sides of the house on many days of the week. We also had an unfortunate break-in involving the guard I inherited here, despite his excellent references. My night guard Hyassin and day guard/gardener Andre have now joined me so I am more relaxed and I still have Yolande as my four-day a week housekeeper. Current housemates are two Yale graduate volunteers working with Global Grassroots, a Stanford university graduate mapping out her PhD, and dear friend Helen Leith and two of her volunteer musical therapists working with people with disability calling in again during transit from and to the UK. There is still room for visitors should you decide to come to Rwanda to volunteer or holiday.
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International Federation of University Women (IFUW). In August I was in Mexico for the 90th IFUW triennial conference of– my first visit to Latin America. I found time to visit the world class Mexican Archaeological Museum and the National University of Mexico, and managed to see the third largest pyramid in the world, the pyramid of the sun at Teotihuacán, which I loved. My favourite time was an after-conference stay with my dear friend Glenda Hecksher, a renowned Mexican sculptor and to visit with her the Frida Kahlo art museum, Frida is another one of my long-standing heroes. I have thoroughly enjoyed my three years as vice president of IFUW and three of us from the Rwanda Association of University Women (RAUW) attended – we gave six papers, seminars and workshops between us.
Rwanda Association of University Women. One of the most exciting ventures for me in Rwanda has been founder/ first secretary general of RAUW. We recently enrolled our 615th member. Although the vast majority of members are Rwandan, RAUW has been a truly international association with many short and longer term overseas staff and volunteers joining to support and learn from the organisation, some choosing to continue their membership even after they have left the country. RAUW began in July 2006 when a group of senior women, consisting of representatives of the Ministries of Education and Gender & Family Promotion, SNV Rwanda, UNIFEM, FAWE Rwanda, the private sector and four national universities, came together to approve a constitution. Seven of our members were at IFUW’s 89th Triennial Conference in Manchester UK in 2007 to see RAUW become affiliated as a member. The most valued initiative is the internet Dgroup which connects members daily and is usually listed as one of the top five most-used Dgroups in the international network. Members post on the network professional development information about jobs, scholarships, awards, conferences, workshop and seminar opportunities, congratulations on members’ achievements, and news relating to women’s rights, human rights and peace in Africa and around the world. International links with other associations have provided us with funding for projects such as keeping orphan-girls-heading-families in secondary schools, a career education booklet for girls, career education seminars for secondary students, a mentoring program for senior women, establishing a suburban women’s centre for school dropouts, a Breaking the silence on menstruation campaign to improve girl’s school attendance and achievement, and participation in international and continental conferences. RAUW is playing a major role in the advancement of women in Rwanda. 
Newsletter. This Rwanda update on development issues and my activities is sent from time to time. Please feel free to forward it to anyone you think would be interested. You should let me know if you wish to be taken off the mailing list. If you receive this e-mail direct from me and you wish to keep receiving it, you need to say so once every three years, to avoid being taken off the list. 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace  (Ecclesiastes 3)

Loving greetings to all

Shirley 

Professor Shirley Randell AO, PhD, FACE, FAIM, FAICD

Director, Centre for Gender, Culture and Development Studies

Kigali Institute of Education (KIE) Rwanda

PO Box 5039, Remera, Kigali, Rwanda

Tel: +250 (0)2 5511 7138  Fax: +250 (0)2 5258 6890  Mob: +250 (0)7 8830 8967
mail@shirleyrandell.com.au  www.shirleyrandell.com.au
shirley.randell@kie.ac.rw   www.kie.ac.rw  www.ifuw.org/rwanda 
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With Glenda and 

RAUW delegates
In Mexico

