Dear friends                                                                                                                                         24 June 2010 

Forgive another update so close to the last but I am anxious to extend my heartfelt thanks to so many of you who have sent me congratulatory and encouraging messages regarding my recent ‘Officer of the Order of Australia’ award. Also to share my excitement with those of you outside the range of the Australian media; and to gratefully acknowledge the goodwill, counsel and support received from so many of you over the years, without which this accolade would not have come about. The award was ‘for distinguished service to international relations, particularly through the promotion of human rights of women and through public sector reform in developing countries’. It is representative of the efforts of many wonderful women working internationally who deservedly share this honour. There are so many who have devoted great effort and heart in many different regions and disciplines whose presence is not reflected statistically in the honours. This year only 34 percent of the total Queen’s birthday awards went to women – 159 of the 400; 20 percent to the highest order of Companion and slightly more to Officers. I want to reiterate my acknowledgement (see report www.iwda.org.au) and admiration/appreciation for the many women who have worked with and alongside me to promote women’s rights and build organisations, policies, programs and systems that advance gender equality. I am also very happy and honoured to accept an invitation to become a Patron of the Australian Centre for Leadership for Women.
(http://www.leadershipforwomen.com.au/Corporate%20Info/Patrons%20of%20CLW.htm)     
Travel. I expect to be in Australia from 28 June to 3 July, visiting Newcastle University in relation to the work of the Centre, family in Sydney on 29 June and 3 July, and family and speaking at the Australian Gender and Women’s Studies Association Conference in Adelaide 30 June to 2 July. I will be on 0419 005 936 during this time.

Rwanda. Genocide commemoration. The16th commemoration of the 1994 genocide, 100 days of brutality in which an estimated 10,000 defenceless Tutsi men, women and children were killed by government militia and armed forces every day - five out of six Tutsis in some districts, has been a painful period. The theme for 2010 was hope for the survivors who have rebuilt shattered homes and restored battered lives, parents who have taken orphans into their arms and their hearts, refugees who have found the courage to go home and start anew. Rwanda has rebuilt itself in the aftermath of that tragedy, setting itself apart from other developing nations by intelligently, efficiently, and transparently making the most of other nations’ investments and creating the building blocks of success in agriculture, social services, entrepreneurship, and basic infrastructure. This nation has shown it can rise from the aftermath of unspeakable violence, and is determined to keep that momentum going and take the next critical steps toward real prosperity. If the past 16 years are any indication, Rwanda can do it. Rwandans are a resilient people whose achievements have earned them the respect of the international community. In less than two decades the nation has moved from the verge of disintegration to becoming a regional model in areas as critical and wide-ranging as healthcare, anti-corruption, environmental policies, business climate, contribution to peacekeeping, women’s empowerment and access to education. 

The mischievous denial and revisionist policies of genocidaires, who are still living unrestrained in many Western and African countries, and genocide deniers, including some international academics and journalists, are doing their best to discredit Rwanda and President Paul Kagame’s leadership. Some of you will have seen the recent critical press about the arrest of Peter Erlinder in Rwanda. In many of his publications and public statements, Erlinder denies the fact that genocide took place here. He is akin to deniers of the holocaust, which, together with genocide denial, is banned in Israel, Germany, France, Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Israel, Poland and Portugal. Rwanda similarly bans genocide denial and genocide ideology in this country. Under Rwanda’s anti-genocide law, individuals condemned for denying or grossly minimizing genocide, attempting to justify or approve genocide, or who destroy evidence related to it are liable to a minimum of 10 years and a maximum of 20 in prison. Erlinder knew he would be arrested when he provocatively entered the country. Rwandans will not stand by while their hard-earned stability is being threatened and their history is being distorted by unscrupulous individuals, however powerful. Refusing to acknowledge that the massacres of 1994 were genocide is incomprehensible and extremely painful for all those involved. 
It is estimated that at least 250,000 women were raped during the genocide, but today the Rwandan people are reaching out to educate and address the issue of gender-based violence (GBV). A UN-supported centre in the capital city, Kigali, is providing health, legal and psychosocial support to victims and raising awareness, particularly among men, about violence against women. The centre is also educating police officers about GBV, helping them to listen to victims, take violence against women as a security and human rights issue and to be compassionate to them. The initiative is a partnership between the Government of Rwanda and the UN, including UNDP, UNIFEM and UNICEF. It comes on the heels of landmark achievements in women’s rights in Rwanda, including the GBV law passed by the Parliament four years ago. The law defines GBV and calls for its prevention through educational campaigns and legal punishment for perpetrators. In 2009, the Centre investigated 1,777 rape cases, referred by Rwandan police, resulting in 803 convictions. Staff also helped to ensure evidence was available for court proceedings. Gender inequalities are so embedded in the culture that many men don’t perceive their behavior towards women as aggressive. For this reason, raising awareness among boys and men is crucial.

Elections. Over the next weeks you will no doubt see publicity about the upcoming Presidential elections in Rwanda, some of which will be controversial. Some of the international press are extremely critical of any censorship of the media or government crackdown on dissident elements. However, in my opinion the democracy practised by the west is still not relevant in Rwanda. It was the hate radio and journalism that was partly responsible for the genocide against the Tutsi. And moderate Hutus who were supportive of the peace process and tried to protect Tutsis were among the first to be killed. Recently I have been reading books by Jean Hatzfeld – Machete Season: the Killers in Rwanda speak, In the Quick of Life: the Survivors in Rwanda speak and The Antelope Strategy: Living in Rwanda after the Genocide. If you are interested in Rwandan history they are well worth reading.

Finance. It is budget month and the economy is expected to grow by 7-8 percent in the coming financial year, up from the 5.5 percent registered last year despite the international economic crisis. According to the World Bank, Rwanda is one of the fastest growing economies that have recorded sustained and widespread economic growth on the African continent, due to government accountability and implementation of good policies. The Economist also hailed the government for instituting programs that not only generate more resources to social sectors such as health and education, but also make those resources more productive. The human development and social sector has taken the lion’s share of the budget consuming approximately RWF 306 billion or 31percent. From AIDS to family health, you’d be hard pressed to find a nation that’s shown better results for the money spent in improving health care fundamentals. Nevertheless, getting those basics right are only the foundation of the nation’s broader plan to become a middle-income country by 2020. Ten years from now, Rwanda intends to be on par with Brazil, Thailand, and other nations that have pulled themselves out of poverty in recent decades. Can Rwanda get there? It’s possible. This country has certainly come farther in the past 16 years than even the most optimistic observers would have predicted. All of this development is important to recognize because it has been the government’s express policy to deliver basic services and economic growth to its people in order to mitigate genocide ideology. 

Education. Rwanda is one of the few countries in the world that spend more on education than defence. Unfortunately universities face big cuts this financial year as more effort is being given to developing the technical and vocational education and training sector. There is a consequential 28 percent reduction in the tertiary education budget for the 2011 intake, down from 1400 RWF to 828 RWF per student with a goal of taking four years to phase out university funding. At KIE we have been on an income generation retreat to consider alternative funding sources. Rwanda recently introduced nine-year basic education to try to address the low primary school completion rate, especially for girls. The immediate impact of this policy was an increase in the completion rate from 52 to 75 percent in the 2009-10 academic year, and the government is expecting it to rise to 95 percent in the near future. Over 3000 classrooms were built late last year by communities, the army and the police, and 765 schools are now offering the seventh year: 2,778 more classrooms and 5,883 restrooms are to be built before 2010. However repetition rates and dropout rates at primary remain at 15.3 and 15.2, the pupil to classroom ratio is far too high and there are low levels of competence in English among primary and secondary school teachers, so still much to do. 

Endangered species. During the month all roads in Rwanda led to Kinigi, Musanze District, on the foot of Virunga Mountains, where thousands of people, both local and guests from around the globe, gathered to celebrate the 6th edition of the gorilla-naming ceremony (Kwita Izina) and the World Environment Day that was hosted this year by Rwanda. The colourful ceremony, which attracted people from many countries, including Japan, China, the United States as well as Hollywood stars, was to celebrate the naming of 14 baby gorillas. President Kagame received the Energy Globe Honorary Award for Environment on behalf of the people of Rwanda, to whom he dedicated it for their daily contribution to the conservation of biodiversity and sustainability issues. The international conservation conference was attended by over 150 renowned conservationists and environmentalists. 

Presidential Awards. Other awards won by Kagame in recent days include the Global Leadership Team’s Most Innovative People Award presented for inspiring the country’s transformation. into one of the top business reformers in the world, and the Innovation for Peace Award because of his relentless drive to focus his policies on the citizens of Rwanda, and his ability to lobby the international private sectors and other partners to help transform Rwanda into a knowledge-based economy. The awards are in recognition of Kagame’s courage and foresight and his connected leadership which puts the citizens at the centre of his policies and his ability to execute and get things done. Kagame joins the ranks of other global leaders, among them Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Bill Gates, the President of Finland Halja Taronen, Prof. Steven Hawking who have won these awards. 

Soccer. While Rwanda is not competing at the 2010 FIFA World Cup, the nation is being represented in South Africa with more than 60 leaders, cultural dancers, artists, private sector representatives, and fans. The spirit of the World Cup is largely known as an African event. Rwanda has been named Africa’s best success story and has been awarded a special invitation to stage a Rwandan Village at FIFA FAN FEST in the Tshwane, and Johannesburg, showcasing our values through art, culture, promoting investment opportunities, and celebrating the ‘African humanity’ 

Women around the world. Minister of Public Administration and Local Government Mari Kiviniemi has been elected as the chairperson of Finland's biggest political party, the Centre party of Finland. Until the 2011 parliamentary elections she will also serve as the Prime Minister of Finland, the second ever female PM. Roza Otunbayeva has become the head of the interim government of Kyrgyzstan, a great champion both of democracy and women's advancement. Laura Chinchilla of the governing National Liberation Party (PLN) is the first female president of Costa Rica and the ninth in the history of Latin America, with 23 out of the 57 seats in parliament - just over 40 percent - held by women. Celebrating her nearly 2-to-1 victory, Chinchilla took to the streets with thousands of supporters: "I want to thank the pioneering women who years ago opened the doors of politics in Costa Rica", she said. Chinchilla follows in the footsteps of former President Isabel Perón (1974-1976) and current President Cristina Fernández in Argentina, Violeta Chamorro (1990-1997) in Nicaragua, Mireya Moscoso (1999-2004) in Panama and Michelle Bachelet in Chile (2006-10). 

After reinventing Bolivia's government to reflect the country's multi-ethnic, Indian majority, President Evo Morales is championing gender parity at the highest levels of government. Women now account for half of Bolivia's Cabinet ministers - 10 out of 20 - as Morales embarks on his second term. Announcing the changes, Bolivia's first Indian president called the new arrangement "fifty-fifty" - or "Chacha Warmi," a Quechua-language reference to the indigenous principle of two complementing sexes as the basis of equilibrium in the cosmos. "We must weave a patchwork of regions, sectors of society and gender, and that combination is not easy," Morales said.

Australia. The Australian Parliament has at long last passed legislation for its first Paid Parental Leave scheme, a major win for families who have waited decades for financial support to allow thousands of new mothers to make their own choices about work and family responsibilities when their babies are born. Parents will get more support to stay home with a new baby, and children will get the best start in life. Businesses will also retain more skilled workers. Casual and part-time workers, contractors and the self-employed will be eligible for paid parental leave, many for the first time. The Government's scheme provides up to 18 weeks’ government-funded parental leave pay at the National Minimum Wage (currently $570 per week) for eligible parents of children born or adopted on or after 1 January 2011. The next big feminist struggle will be pay equity for women. 
United States of America. More than half of new recruits for the U.S. Foreign Service and 30 percent of the chiefs of mission are now women, according to the State Department. That is a seismic shift from the days, as late as the 1970s, when women in the Foreign Service had to quit when they married, a rule that did not apply to men. Eleven of the 25 female envoys in Washington are from Africa. Four are from Caribbean nations. The others are from Bahrain, the Netherlands, Croatia, Kyrgyzstan, Singapore, Oman, Colombia, India, Liechtenstein and Nauru, an eight-square-mile Pacific island with only 14,000 people. Oman has appointed the first female ambassador from an Arab country, who is busy erasing misconceptions about her Muslim nation. India has appointed its first female ambassador in more than 50 years. Although women remain a distinct minority -- there are 182 accredited ambassadors in Washington -- their rise from a cadre of five in the late 1990s to five times that is opening up what had been an elite's men club for more than a century. 

Heroes. Aung San Suu Kyi has just turned 65. She is a remarkably courageous and dignified hero, who will continue to behave with grace and valor. She once said in an interview: "I don't look upon my life as a sacrifice. It's a choice. If you choose to do something, then you shouldn't say it's a sacrifice because nobody forced you to do it." Suu Kyi has made many hard choices: to leave her family, to live in isolation, to dissolve her party. But it is through her resolute stance in defence of truth, justice and freedom that the people of Burma, and in turn the people of the world, have grown to love and respect this woman. She has won the battle for hearts and minds. Another of my heroes, Mary Daly died this year. Her contributions to feminist theology, philosophy, and theory were unique and world-changing for many. She always advised women ‘to throw our lives as far as they would go’. She lived that way herself. May the spirits of these two women soar and their ideas endure. Those milestones certainly remind us both to seize and enjoy each day, but also to take the long view. A small thing done today can have a big effect with the passage of time. 

Photos this month are of volunteers at the Centre, and reading the ode at our Ozzie celebration of Anzac Day on my verandah. 
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