Please change my email address back to – mail@shirleyrandell.com.au
Dear friends







17 December 2008
I am like a mother hen clucking over her chicks here in Dubai with my four children, their four spouses and eight of my ten grandchildren. Only four – Paris and Lena, her husband Frank and great granddaughter Mila will not be in Doug and Julie’s villa – they will be in Tasmania with their mother. Blended families give a new dimension to life and I am now matriarch to 20 – an increase of three since our splendid Christmas together in Rwanda in 2006. A tinge of sadness as it will be my first Christmas without my mother. 
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My contract with SNV Rwanda and my house accommodation has come to an end, and after some month’s pressure to stay in Rwanda to assist in gender work, and the pull of my heart’s desire, I finally decided to do just that, ten days before my due departure. It was a very busy few days as I had to find a new home and follow up offers of work as well as complete SNV activities. Politician friends and the President of my Rotary Club in Kigali have been particularly supportive in this venture. Last week I had meetings with the Rwandan Forum for Women Politicians in the Parliament and the Senate and have been promised a contract as senior gender adviser, following up implementation of RFWP’s recently-launched strategic plan, including the establishment of a Pan-African Centre for Excellence for Gender and Governance. Given the international reputation Rwanda now has as the only parliament in the world with a female majority and a President and population committed to gender equality and women’s empowerment, there is much that can be done and it would be a privilege to be part of it. The world is small enough that our efforts in one continent can ripple to another.
I have moved about 500 metres down the road, to another large home in Kiyovu Kigali, a beautiful garden, great views, six bedrooms and three bathrooms, so will take in paying guests to help cover the rent. Tupochele Mtila, my longstanding Malawian housemate and I will be joined by Renate Hartwig, here with German Development Cooperation to coordinate their general budget support program, and hopefully Helene Bariabeau, French Canadian country director of Water for People, so I will continue to enjoy a stimulating household of exceptional women. My Australian friend, Lyn Casey, who valiantly helped me to move from Bangladesh as well as Vanuatu, arrived for her biennial visit to endure it again (expecting to pack for Australia, but then for moving house!) – in the midst of our exhaustive efforts she had some fun, including being touched on the leg by a gorilla while gorilla trekking in the Virunga volcanos forests. Netherlands intern Saskia and Slovenian academic colleagues Vlasta and Jasminka from the Peace Institute have been a joy, sustaining me over the last hectic weeks of uncertainty. Housekeeper Yolande and day guard Deo have moved with me and night guard Felicien joins us. Claude is moving on to greener pastures now that I am without a swimming pool to care for. We have brought our rabbits to their new home but had to say goodbye to our goat Brochette. He is in the freezer to help us celebrate a house warming in January. Visits from overseas family and friends to Rwanda will continue to be very welcome. 
Some of you have asked for an explanation of the huge number of demonstrations taking place throughout Rwanda, Africa, Europe, Canada and USA over the arrest of Rose Kabuye, Rwanda’s Director of State for Protocol. Rose was arrested in Germany on a warrant issued by an elected French judge who has since been voted out of office. The French government was for decades the primary patron of the Rwandan dictatorship that called in 1994 for the elimination of the Tutsi population. In 1993, tiny Rwanda was the continent’s third largest importer of arms of every kind, trailing only Egypt and apartheid South Africa. When it became clear that the rebel movement led by Kagame who had been a refugee in Uganda since childhood, would oust the genocidal government and end the killing, France helped to provide cover for the government and genocidaires as they fled westward to Zaire, now Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). And from there the genocidaires have tried to continue their project, with the support of arms dealers from all over the rich world. President Kagame finally suspended diplomatic relations with France last year after nine of his close associates, including Rose Kabuye, were issued with arrest warrants, linking them to the killing of Rwanda’s former president whose plane was shot down in 1994. The former judge did not consider alternative theories and did not visit Rwanda to conduct investigations of his own, but this served the French goal of painting Kagame’s government as a gang of criminals The idea of a small group of even the most highly disciplined guerillas, encumbered by huge challenges (Rose was then the mother of an infant) traveling into the heart of military-controlled Kigali to shoot down a plane in full view of government troops seems more like an action movie fantasy than a report from the field. It is far more probable that the plane was taken out by the soldiers who controlled the area, as many hardliners wanted the too-pliant dictator who had recently signed an accord with the rebel force, out of the picture. Rose is now in Paris where it seems likely that the result will be a trial uncovering the French involvement in the lead-up to and execution of the massive violence that took up to a million lives in just a few months. Hopefully, this will be a moment of truth for France, and international law will this time give some justice to Rwanda. We keep constantly in touch with Rose through SMS messages and there is a faithful group of women who keep watch in a tent outside the German Embassy in Rwanda.
Insecurity in eastern DRC has raised fears of a new wave of sexual violence in a region termed “the worst place in the world to be a woman” by aid workers. During the first six months of 2008, there were more than 5,000 reported rape cases in the flashpoint province of North Kivu, according to data collected by doctors at health centres. The true figure is likely to be far higher, as the majority of women are too traumatised or afraid of stigma to seek help. One hospital specialising in sexual violence in Goma, capital of North Kivu, admits on average four women a day - making more than 18,000 since it opened in 2003. In neighbouring South Kivu, the UN reported 27,000 sexual assaults in 2006. It is impossible to say how many cases there have been across the country but based on anecdotal evidence, doctors say numbers are rising. With the recent surge in fighting between the government army and rebels, which has displaced about 250,000 people, many more women - and some men - will likely have fallen victim to Congo's notorious reputation for the use of rape as a weapon of war. The fighting is fed by a lethal war economy based on the extraction of minerals such as coltan, cobalt, diamonds and gold, to which we are all connected through the worldwide market.
In eastern DRC, a group of 40 female journalists in the South Kivu Women's Media Association is managing to change the cultural acceptance of rape. Despite safety risks and chronic equipment problems, the members are persuading rural rape survivors to tell their stories and learn their rights. Billboards on the dirt roads are trying to change attitudes. "Life is sacred. Rape is a crime," the signs trumpet. Rural villages are held hostage by armed bandits but it is the women who pay the price. When the husband rejects the wife, when families reject the babies and communities assume the rape victim has HIV-AIDS, culture becomes an added burden. But little by little communities are overcoming a cultural tolerance of rape and tendency to treat rape victims as adulterers. The group has had enormous success in its outreach efforts, educating women that if a woman knows her rights then the situation can change. If she doesn't, women's rights are at men's mercy. This year, SVWMA has produced tape cassettes and CDs telling the stories of about 100 women. This harrowing audio compendium on sexual violence reaches rural women through local radio listening clubs. The group also produces educational features for rural communities to help destigmatise sexual violence survivors. It publicizes health resources and information about women's legal rights under a penal code that imposes prison sentences of between six months and 20 years for indecent assaults and rape.
The Government of Rwanda will not be discouraged from normalizing diplomatic relations with DRC, despite the recent controversial report by a United Nations group of experts. This report appears to be a deliberate move to shift blame away from the Government of DRC and the international community – both of which have failed to resolve the conflict in the eastern DRC, despite numerous bilateral, regional and international initiatives in the last 14 years. The report alleged that Rwanda was assisting the DRC rebels of the National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP), allegations that Rwanda has denounced in the strongest terms. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rosemary Museminali has been leading discussions with DRC on resuming diplomatic relations between the two neighbours after ten years of a diplomatic standoff. Recently, Museminali and her DRC counterpart agreed to work together to disarm rebels of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) operating in eastern DRC. The FDLR is made up of remnants of the perpetrators of the 1994 Genocide against Tutsis in Rwanda, a combination of the Interahamwe and Ex-FAR militias, which have camps in Eastern Congo and are reported to be fighting alongside DRC government troops (FARDC) against the CNDP. Other diplomatic initiatives between Rwanda, DRC, Burundi and Uganda in the Great Lakes region are looking promising.

Rwanda continues to win laurels, ranking sixth on data collection of 53 nations in Africa – a jump of 17 places in statistics capacity and data collection on the continent - making it the best in the East African region according to Africa’s Stats League 2007. The Minister in the office of the President in charge of ICT, science and technology won an Africa ICT achiever’s award in recognition of his dedication to the proliferation of ICT in Africa. Through its National Unity and Reconciliation Commission, Rwanda won an international peace award from the United Religions’ Initiative, recognising NURC’s outstanding work in promoting peace, unity, harmony healing and reconciliation and for opening a new chapter of peaceful coexistence in Rwanda since 1994. The Pneumococcal Awareness Council of Experts has presented the PACE Global Leadership Award to the Rwandan Ministry of Health for its groundbreaking efforts in introducing the pneumococcal vaccine in Africa and plan to introduce routine injections for children from January 2009. 
Gahaya Links, a basket weaving training facility which has transformed many women’s lives through baskets commonly known as peace baskets won a coveted Legatum Pioneer of Prosperity Africa Award. Gahaya’s peace basket, the Agaseke, has brought back hope in the lives of many underprivileged Rwandan women. The baskets have become very popular in the USA through Macy’s department stores. Gahaya Links has over 700 members weaving baskets as their source of income. Robust activity in the construction, services and agricultural sectors are expected to place Rwanda among the highest growing and best governed economies in Africa this year. A recent International Monetary Fund mission projected GDP growth of 8.5 per cent for 2008, attributing this to a prudent fiscal policy stance backed by a strong revenue collection system and the rising commodity prices in the international market. 
President Barack Obama. As I rushed out of my home at 5.30am to join others at the US Embassy in Rwanda watching the final results of the presidential elections on TV, my night guard was sitting with his radio glued to his ear, saying Obama, Obama, Obama!! The excitement in Africa over this elections and the elation over the results has been stunning. This surely has been an election for the world! Kenya actually declared an official holiday the following day, but other countries might just as well have done the same. Most public servants, private sector and civil society workers had been up all night and were not fit for much work on Wednesday, as they celebrated the result as if Obama was their own President. I had hoped to see Hilary Clinton as the first woman president, but the tears rolled down my face too as I watched and listened to President Elect Barack Obama make his amazing acceptance speech. To finally have a person of colour as President of the USA has global impact; it has unleashed a new sense of optimism and breathed spirit into humanity everywhere. It has given hope to millions of disadvantaged children and their families that anything is possible: “Yes, we can!”. Obama could prove to be one of USA’s most gifted intellectual leaders, with an ice cool temperament, who is surrounding himself with some of the best brains to be found and getting on with building good will and cooperation, listening, facilitating and mediating rather than imposing solutions. That should help to get growth and development back on track both in USA and elsewhere.
Since my last letter I attended the Association for Women’s Rights in Development conference in Cape Town, and visited Robben Island where one of my heroes Nelson Mandela had been imprisoned. While there I read a very interesting book: Goodbye Bafana by former white prison guard James Gregory, whose unquestioning acceptance of South Africa's apartheid system changes as a result of his interaction with Mandela. I stayed with IFUW friend Hazel and met many friends from around the world again, particularly appreciating welcoming acceptance in the strong Pacific delegation and spending some time with Shammin, who worked in my gender mainstreaming team in Bangladesh. One of the most memorable sessions was with Pregs Govender, who spoke on Women’s Leadership in Politics. Pregs is a South African woman who, among countless extraordinary achievements, had been elected to Parliament in the first African National Congress regime and stepped down over the Arms deal and ANC position on HIV/AIDS. An extraordinarily humble and grounded woman, she traced some of the struggles she faced, not only with “the enemy” but also with her own sisters, in the ANC, in the Trade Union movement, in the feminist movement, in her own organisations. Pregs’ motto is building leadership with love, courage and insubordination, similar to the title of her book which she also launched at AWID and is a good read. She discussed means by which she sought to build principled union rather than division within the trade union movement, overcoming the misogynist and patriarchal beliefs of society, which many women have internalised and which serve to divide us from ourselves and each other. She calls for us to stop fighting something outside of us and start fighting ourselves within. She explores alternative power, and how we can use it to build solidarity together, in a spiral, a non linear and ongoing struggle of engagement, where we learn from our struggles and evolve. The tool she shared and the exercise we did in the plenary was to look into the eyes of the person beside us and see it as our mirror…if we look in the mirror at each other and see ourselves reflected in the love and courage we see, then we will be able to work together very powerfully. This was done after a few quiet moments with ourselves, grounding ourselves in our hearts. This was really a striking, and a little bit confronting, thing to do. It worked. 
Family News. Doug, Julie and Nathan remain settled in Dubai and continue to enjoy the opportunities that present themselves. Highlights of 2008 include family holidays to Australia, Oman and Abu Dhabi, a Kenya trip with Tyndale Christian School for Nathan, an India trip for Doug, scuba diving in the Persian Gulf, Nathan’s sky diving experience, and Julie’s volunteer work with orphan babies at the local maternity and children’s hospital (Al Wasl Hospital). Julie continued her piano teaching with all her students passing their exams. She is now teaching from home, having passed on the school teaching to a colleague. Doug continues at Emirates Clinic. Nathan sits his Year 11 exams in the next few months and has selected his A-level subjects for Year 12, so it won’t be long until he completes secondary schooling.
Andrew had a wonderful time in Beijing at the Olympic Games where he was Assistant coach for the Lightweight mens crews. In the lead up to the games he spent several months in Perth where the crews were located for domestic training. He was able to catch up with most of the cousins and enjoyed the hospitality of Jack Loneragan who put him up. Emilia has just completed Year 11 and is gearing up for her final year of high school. She passed her driving license so now is independent and works at the Rosehill Racecourse earning money. She had a wonderful holiday on Vanderlin Island with Erica. Harrison has powered ahead at school demonstrating considerably more discipline with regard to his academic focus. He enjoys rowing, rugby and clarinet. Isabella has completed Year 7 at Tara where she has commenced rowing for the school. She also enjoys hockey and soccer and participating in the school choir.
Ellen and Adam have had a good year in Sydney. Alicia graduated from Kindergarten and Jessicca has finished year 2.  The girls were blessed with 2 fabulous teachers this year and have both blossomed at school.  They have just finished dance concerts, music exams, and end of the year choir and class concerts so enjoying a couple of weeks with all the family in Dubai now. Ellen got to travel to World Champs again this year having a great time and coming home with 1 gold medal and a bronze.  She also had a great week in Beijing with mum to watch the rowing.  Adam has just come back from a trip to Art Centres in NT and WA and his work continues to flourish.  He competed in a 24hr mountain bike event in Oct which has been the start of an  emerging new passion. Adam is continuing as Treasurer at St Davids Uniting in Haberfield and Ellen is involved in the Childrens ministry there. 
Erica has had a very busy year trying to manage some yoga teaching and painting workshops while undertaking her PhD. She has enjoyed pottering in the garden with Ian and doing some minor renovations to their home. Ian has been working on a book which should come out early next year. The family is very excited about the arrival of Lena and James' baby girl named Mila, the first grandchild. Lena has withdrawn from her studies for a while to devote herself to her new little family. Paris has just finished first year in Economics Law with distinction results and Inci has also finished his first tertiary year, majoring in History. Levi will begin upper high school next year.

Season greetings of love and peace.

Shirley 
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small doesn't serve the world. There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We are born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us, it's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others. 
This Rwanda update on development issues and my activities is sent from time to time and incorporates news from many sources. Please feel free to forward it to anyone you think would be interested. You should  let me know if you wish to be taken off the mailing list. If you receive this e-mail direct from me and you wish to keep receiving it, you need to say so once every three years, to stay on the list. 
Alan is continuing to support the Uniting Church Aboriginal and Islander Congress. He has loved working in the gardens on the grounds as well as facilitating workshops around the country. Judy has been a great help to him and has spent periods of time at Townsville and their home in South Australia.  
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