Dear friends








24 October 2008
Radio Program. This is a quick note to advise you of a Rwanda Radio program at 8.30 am on Monday morning 27 October. I was interviewed about the progress of women in Rwanda for this series. It will be aired on 3CR 855AM at 8.30am (Melbourne time) on Monday. You can listen through the web via streaming at http://www.3cr.org.au/ . I received the message today so I am sorry that you will be hearing this late, however, the program will be podcast after Monday and you can listen at http://www.womenontheline.org.au/ . So many people have said (even prior to broadcast) that they had no idea such a positive story would be coming out of Rwanda. It's good to be part of the education process.
Elections. Other Rwanda news this month is also positive. Hon Rose Mukantabana, in our female-majority Parliament, made history as the first female parliamentary Speaker in the Great Lakes Region when elected by 70 out of the 80-seat house. She is the sixth Speaker in Africa after the Gambia, South Africa, Swaziland, Lesotho and Zimbabwe, and the 31st in the world. My SNV colleague, Hon. Nura Nikuze, with whom I have worked for three years as two gender advisers, was elected to the Parliament with the highest number of votes for any woman and is now on the Parliamentary Gender Commission. We are looking forward to strong parliamentary support for the implementation of laws on gender based violence, inheritance and land ownership, gender budgeting, gender auditing and the gender observatory. 

With fresh memories of blood-shedding and civil strife during the Kenyan and Zimbabwean elections and power-sharing crises, Rwanda’s peaceful election deserves celebration. The people’s 2003 constitution enshrines freedom of expression, political pluralism, separation of powers, and independence of justice. All political parties are represented on the National Electoral Commission. The Rwanda Patriotic Front, in a coalition of six parties, won by 78 percent. All parties that contested the elections are represented in government, fostering a spirit of multiparty democracy. Mbeki’s resignation through coercion as President in South Africa, while it could be defined as a creeping palace coupe, at least it was bloodless and he left peacefully and gracefully, something that many world leaders, especially African, should embrace. 

Awards. A $24.7 million Millennium Challenge Corporation Threshold Program with Rwanda to support civic participation and civil liberties was announced at the same time as Rwandan Janet Nkubana, a civil society leader, won the 2008 Africa Prize for Leadership for the Sustainable End of Hunger. Janet and her co-laureate were chosen for their extraordinary contribution to the empowerment of women in Africa. The Prize recognizes African leaders who exhibit exemplary courage, vision and commitment to the well-being of Africa's people. Janet Nkubana, spent her childhood in a refugee camp in Uganda, where she became an expert basket weaver. After the devastating war and genocide, she returned to her native Rwanda, where she organized rural women into a basket weaving cooperative, Gahaya Links. Now Gahaya Links is nearly 4,000 weavers strong, and the women in the cooperative are earning incomes and pulling themselves and their families out of crippling poverty. The collective also plays an important role in healing the wounds left by war and genocide. Regardless of whether Hutu or Tutsi, and no matter what crimes their families may have committed against the other, Gahaya Links women work side by side and together are rebuilding their lives. The baskets that they create and sell to customers across the United States through Macy's department stores are called "peace baskets." 

Janet’s co-laureate, Faiza Jama Mohamed, has spent the last 25 years fighting for women's rights throughout the African continent. She has laboured tirelessly to have women work together and reconcile with one another in an effort to bring peace and stability to their war-torn lives. Faiza led campaigns for women's land rights in Uganda and enforcing a law prohibiting female genital mutilation in Tanzania. In Ethiopia, she fought to put a stop to rape, abductions and forced marriage. In Zambia, her valiant efforts put a stop to the common practice of teachers raping adolescent girls, and getting away with it. Faiza is now based in Nairobi, Kenya where she is the Director of the Africa Regional Office of Equality Now. She is a key organizer of Solidarity for African Women's Rights, a pan-African coalition of organizations that successfully campaigned for the adoption of the African Union Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa and is now campaigning for its implementation. Janet and Faiza join the ranks of previous African Prize Laureates who include Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Nelson Mandela, Wangari Maathai, Graça Machel and Joachim Chissano. Elizabeth Broderick, Sex Discrimination Commissioner of the Australian Human Rights Commission was a member of the jury for the award.

Kigali City won the UN Habitat Scroll of Honour Award “for many innovations in building a model, modern city symbolised by zero tolerance for plastic bags, improved garbage collection and a substantial reduction in crime. In just one decade, Kigali has been transformed into a place to which people come from all corners of the world to see and learn how they can replicate the Kigali modernisation and urban conservation model at home.” One option for me next year is to be involved in a UNIFEM Pacific project in Papua New Guinea to work with the Governor of Port Moresby City, Powes Parkop and the Minister for Community Development, Dame Carol Kidu in making Port Moresby a safe, prosperous and inclusive city for women, and of course for men too.
Aid and Development. In a major speech on aid and development President Paul Kagame said: “To realize our development vision, we in Africa must substitute external conditionality—that is, what the donors tell us to do—with internal policy clarity—that is, knowing ourselves what we need to do and articulating this clearly and consistently to our people and our development partners. We must, above all, appreciate that development is not really about money in a narrow sense. It is about improving productivity and competitiveness of nations and companies in them. It is thus about leadership, governance, capacity robustness, planning, incentives, prioritization, and responsibility. To achieve these imperatives, we in Africa must adopt a ‘development through growth’ mindset, as opposed to a ‘development through aid’ one. In a WB/OECD survey carried out in developing countries on how they are implementing the Paris declaration on aid effectiveness, Rwanda beat 42 other countries to rank 12th on a par with Uganda, Ethiopia Senegal and Ghana. Countries were ranked on the strength of their systems following a six point scale with 1 as the weakest and 6 as the most advanced. Rwanda’s score increased from 3.5 to 4 in a period of two years, notably scoring highly on allocation of funds according to national priorities, budget support and a strong financial management system. The World Bank’s Doing Business Report 2008 considered Rwanda to be among the five fastest reforming countries in Sub Saharan Africa and among the 20 fastest reforming nations in the world – ranked 139 of 181 countries, up from 148 last year. 
Education. President Kagame took the opportunity of the presence of East African Community legislators in his country to launch a project called OLPC (One Laptop per Child). He has embarked on an ambitious project to provide every primary school child in Rwanda, irrespective of location, with a battery-powered laptop. Also this month, he announced the introduction of English as the language of instruction in all government affiliated schools by 2010, an effort he said, that would make Rwandans more competitive and relevant on the global labour market. This month Rwanda hosted a high level international seminar on curricula development as well as the Africa Regional Higher Education Summit, an international gathering of scholars from the African continent and representatives from over 200 universities from other regions of the world. Rwanda is revolutionising its education system, by adopting radical reforms meant to increase literacy as part of its development efforts. The President recently opened the Nelson Mandela Education Centre in Bugesera as a model for vocational schools to contribute to the country's economic and industrial development.

Health. The World Bank Malaria Report 2008 shows Rwanda as one of the three African countries which for the first time has reported a dramatic reduction in malaria deaths by 50 percent or more. Between 2000 and 2006/7, interventions such as mosquito net distribution and in-door spraying have improved access to treatment and there has been improved disease surveillance. Since 2006, more funding has resulted in accelerated measures to reduce the devastating effects of malaria but much more work remains to be done. In Africa only 125 million people were protected by bed nets in 2007 while 650 million are at risk, and malaria remains the prime cause of child mortality. 
Family and friends. I was so pleased to have my brother Bob Izett visit me this month – the first relative since my 17 children and grandchildren were with me for Christmas in Rwanda in 2006. My knees have recovered well and I joined Bob on a weekend safari in three game parks in Tanzania. I have also enjoyed the visits of close friends Pamela Cox, from ACT and now Mozambique, Michelle Imison from Sydney and Mary Ryan from Melbourne. An SNV Dutch Intern, Saskia Leenders who is living with me, has her partner visiting her next week - Arjaan Pellis, my first house mate three years ago. Arjaan introduced me to an experience that has resulted in me hosting some amazing young volunteers from around the world. My long-term house mate is a young woman from Malawi, Tupochele Mtila, who has become a special friend over the last two years. 
Burma. Today, Friday 24 October, marks 13 continuous years, 19 years in all, that the world's only imprisoned Nobel peace prize laureate, and Burma's democracy leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, has spent under house arrest in her country, Suu Kyi may be a prisoner, but she still has immense power. She strikes fear into the hearts of heavily armed men, while giving moral strength to the powerless. Suu Kyi is the hope of the people of Burma, who have struggled to survive under the boot of their military rulers for the past 46 years. Her recent refusal to receive food deliveries raised serious concerns about her health and worries about the country’s future without her. 
I send my love and greetings with this poem by Marge Piercy and a tribute to Suu Kyi.
Shirley
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Alone, you can fight,

you can refuse, you can

take what revenge you can 
but they roll over you.

But two people fighting

back to back can cut through

a mob, a snake-dancing file

can break a cordon, an army

can meet an army.

Two people can keep each other

sane, can give support, conviction,

love, massage, hope, sex.

Three people are a delegation,

a committee, a wedge.  With four,

you can play bridge and start

an organization.  With six

you can rent a whole house,


With brother Bob and guests Pamela and Michelle
eat pie for dinner with no

seconds, and hold a fund raising party.

A dozen make a demonstration.

A hundred fill a hall.

A thousand have solidarity and your own newsletter; ten thousand, power and your own paper; a hundred thousand, your own media; ten million, your own country.

It goes on one at a time,

it starts when you care

to act, it starts when you do

it again after they said no,

it starts when you say We

and know who you mean and

each day you mean one more.
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