For convenience, I am sending out this personal message to my Rwanda update mailing list. Please delete if it is not relevant to you. 

Dear Friends

My mother passed peacefully away at 7.45am on Sunday 27 January. I have felt so surrounded and sustained by messages, prayers and expressions of love and sympathy from family and friends around the world, a heartfelt thank you for this great support. 
Jenny was a remarkable woman and had a very long and fruitful life. The memories of our ‘mother’, ‘grandmother’ and ‘great grandmother’, and all the acts of grace and love that she showered upon me and Alan, and our children and grandchildren, are so rich and will remain with us for the rest of our lives; treasured memories of a vital, warm and wonderful woman who was a constant inspiration to her family. 
My brothers and sister and their families were continually visiting Jenny during her last days. Her heritage is four children, 17 grandchildren and 21 great grandchildren and we all celebrate this as perhaps the greatest of her many achievements. It was certainly the one of which she was most proud. 
I was blessed to be able to stay with mum from the moment I arrived at the Brightwater Care Centre in Perth, along with my daughter Erica, and was pleased and comforted that Jenny ended her life in peace and dignity, surrounded by love as she left this earth. I am sure she was aware of a loving force about her and was taking in our presence, our voices, our touch and compassion, knowing we were with her. It was a privilege to be with my mother at the end as we were at the beginning. We had some precious hours together of undivided loving attention and recognition of the special relationship and connection between us.

Jenny was my dear friend, most loved and respected confidant and role model, and such an important person to my growth and development who shared so much of my life. The good memories are everlasting and I have so many rich and memorable experiences with her over such a long life to sustain me. These last weeks will be another great memory to hold in my heart – a treasured, sacred time. I will miss her dreadfully and continue to think of her every day.
I know from your emails that many have accompanied me on this journey, and I thank you so much for your prayers and support. 
It is a beautiful experience to be able to say farewell. Grieving, one goes on, grace coming down.
Love and peace

Shirley

+61 (0) 419 005 936

I will be in Sydney, probably for the week 5-9 February before returning to Rwanda

